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Worlds Together Ethiopia

Ethiopia is located at the crossroads of the Afriaad Arab worlds. Its people
speak eighty-three different languages. The larigtlibpia once attracted the
trading ships of Egyptian pharaohs. It's believetidve the longest archeological
record on earth.

Many think of Ethiopia as being little more thadrg and barren desert. But much
of the country is lush and green. Its mountaingaiarwildlife and a network of
ancient churches.

Ethiopia is potentially a rich country. But manyhEfpians earn little more than
one hundred U.S. dollars per year. The nation kpsreenced a number of
droughts over a period of many years.

Still, Ethiopia is a special place. As one of therld's oldest Christian
civilizations, it’'s a land rich in culture, histognd tradition. It's believed that
Ethiopia was present at the dawn of creation. $utleé country will be heard
from again.

Ethiopia is nearly twice the size of Texas and altloel same size as South Africa.
Formerly known as Abyssinia, Ethiopia’s neighbardude Sudan to the west and
Somalia to the east.

Ethiopia is home to the Great Rift Valley. The eglis a split in the Earth’s
surface. The nation’s economy is dominated by afitice. Its most widely spoken
language is called Amharic.

There are more than thirty Old Testament referetew&shiopia, or “Cush,” as it
was called by the Hebrews. The country has also lneleed to the mysterious
Queen of Sheba.

Home to the Blue Nile which joins the White NileSudan, much of northern
Ethiopia is blanketed by lush, green mountains. ddentry’s highlands supply the
Nile River Basin with most of its water supply. Area with amazing birdlife and
great waterfalls, northern Ethiopia has back rdhdslead to ancient churches,
reachable only by foot or on the back of a mukenibuntain scenery would be an
ideal place for making a film.



Gonder

One northern Ethiopian city is called Gonder. #&’seautiful town full of stone
castles and ivy-laced archways. Gonder was onegddaat the crossroads of three
ancient caravan routes. It was Ethiopia’s capdahfiore than two-hundred years.

Gonder’s horse drawn wagons feel like somethinmfeosmall French town. But
the style of the city’s buildings is more Italidrah French. The Italians did not
colonize Ethiopia, as the French and British didtimer parts of Africa. But they
did have a presence in the country, especiallynduthe nineteen thirties.

Gonder has forty-four churches. Its most famowsled “The Royal Enclosure,”
located in the town’s center. The building wasdtriy an earthquake in 1704 and
by British bombs during World War Two. Luckily, st'still standing today.

Gonder today is a mix of old and new. Its smalltiyashops serve coffee and fruit
juices and for breakfast, eggs fried in red clalice.

A contest was recently held in Russia to name thibdis best historical towns. Of
the twenty-six considered, Gonder finished second.

In recent years, many of Gonder’s residents hdvé&thiopia. They have moved
to Toronto, Canada, Europe, Boston, Massachuseitisy\Washington, D.C.

Lalibela

Two hundred miles to the southeast of Gonder wetlfmlibela, the jewel in
Ethiopia’s crown. Ethiopians call the city, “thekth wonder of the world.” At
nine thousand feet, Lalibela has a cool and reiingstiimate year round.

Lalibela is home to twelve eight-hundred year didrches. Some are carved into
volcanic rock while others are connected by a sarfelarkened tunnels. At
daybreak, church ceremonies begin. Priests lightWwax candles and burn
incense. Worshippers use drums, bells and rattlié€an sometimes be seen
dancing. The city’s religious culture dates backhmearly Middle Ages. It has
changed little in eight hundred years.



One of Lalibela’s young students is named Getadkelede. He hopes to become
a medical doctor. When not studying, Getachew engbypwing travelers around
his amazing city, Lalibela.

When a family like Getachew’s entertains guesey tisually begin with a coffee
ceremony. The ceremony can take as long as one Getachew’s mom begins by
washing the sun-dried beans before placing themgnddle. The beans are then
ground into a very fine powder before being plaicea clay pot of water to boil.
The coffee is served in three ounce cups, usutiting and black. Coffee
production is very important to Ethiopia’s econorttyaccounts for more than half
of Ethiopia’s exports and involves one quarterhaf mation’s people.

The national dish in Ethiopia is called injera. Mdtbm a grain called tef, injera is
a bread that looks like foam rubber. It's useddmop spiced meat, vegetables and
rice by hand. Ethiopian food is not only populaEitmiopia. Ethiopian restaurants
can be found all over the world.

Harar

In eastern Ethiopia, we find the walled city of Biant’'s the fourth most important
Islamic site in the world, after Mecca, Medina aedusalem. Once a slave depot,
Harar overlooks the hills of Somalia. The city &ty Christian and partly
Islamic. It has eighty-seven mosques in its oldrguaalone.

Harar was once a trading center for India, Afrind the Middle East. Salt
caravans from Somalia arrived at local marketpladesre one could buy
everything from fine cloth to elephant tusks. Eveay, a visit to Harar can feel
like an experience out of the Arabian Nights.

An ancient legend once predicted that the firstis@ilan to enter Harar would lead
to the city’s destruction. This has led Harar’'szeihs to be careful about strangers.
Many believe that this legend still effects peopleéhavior today.

The Ethiopian New Year is celebrated in Septentb@niopians mark the occasion
by wearing new clothes, slaughtering animals, siggind dancing.



Addis Ababa

The capital of Ethiopia is Addis Ababa, which isdted at an altitude of seven
thousand feet. The city’s name means “new floweithe Amharic language.
Addis is Africa’s third largest capital, after GaifEgypt and Lagos, Nigeria.

Despite being close to the equator, the city tisro€hilly and damp, due to its high
elevation. With a population of more than five ioitl, Addis Ababa is home to
Ethiopia’s best hotels, theatres and universititssa magnet for students, tourists
and business people alike. The city is also fullrofvded sidewalks and heavy
traffic. In Addis Ababa, it's often helpful to exgtethe unexpected.

Outdoor cafes are an important part of the citylure. They are a major meeting
place for friends who enjoy lively conversationust a chance to watch the world

go by.
The Omo Region

Twice a week, a small plane flies from Addis Ab&aba small southern town
called Jinka. The town’s airport is partly a covsfpme and partly a soccer field.
When rains are heavy, the airplanes are sometimegselto land.

Jinka is located in Ethiopia’s Omo region. It'samea of great diversity, where
more than forty different languages are spoken.e&bhave called Omo “the last
great wilderness on the continent.”

The southern plains of Ethiopia and the northegeds of Kenya are an area
where people migrate from north to south and easetst. In Ethiopia, the groups
have names like the Ari, the Banna and the Haraerame only a few. The size of
each group might be a few thousand people or nhare dne hundred thousand.
Customs and languages do overlap but each grougst@sn unique qualities as
well.

One such group is called the Hamer, numbering abaty thousand. The Hamer
live in villages of about ten to fifteen huts ea€he huts are made of wood, mud
and thatch and on the inside are tidy and cleaa.Hdmer take great pride in their
cattle herds but mostly practice agriculture, graywegetables, millet and cotton,
not to mention wild honey. Women wear copper bietsend leather skirts
decorated with cowrie shells. The iron bands arauag®man’s neck display
information about the wealth and prestige of hesblaund. Animal fat and ochre are
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rubbed into the hair for beautification. This reésuh bright, copper colored
strands.

While many villages in the Omo region have smailydaarkets, most have one
large market per week, attracting people from fat wide. For some, market day
Is the only day each week when money can be earned.

The town of Jinka has only one doctor and the rstdu@spital is five hours away
by road.

The future

In the future, southern Ethiopia may experiencaicbange. Even today, forests
are being ruined by charcoal operations and theiggbof mango trees. A
highway is being built from the nation’s capitalddis Ababa. Some believe that
easier access to Omo will lead to development arllet destruction of the very
cultures that make this region so unigue. For tbenent, however, southern
Ethiopia remains one of Africa’s hidden treasures.

In Ethiopia, half the country’s population is undee age of twenty. In some rural
areas, parents are forced to work fifty miles a¥vayn their children. The families

might only see each other twice a year. The chil@me cared for by grandparents
and older brothers and sisters.

At the same time, many travel writers have beernzachbdy Ethiopia. Some
believe that no other African country has so mucabfter, from its charming
villages to an almost endless number of hiddenattas.

The progress of Ethiopia and its people, like Getacin Lalibela, will be an
interesting one to follow in years to come. Eth@éopas a long, rich history. Its
people are both resourceful and diverse. For thdgetake the time to explore
Ethiopia, the rewards will be plentiful.
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Glossary

Archeological — the study of the history of marotigh the things that were left
behind

Arabian Nights — a collection of Persian, Indianl Z&wab folktales
Hebrew — the language and the name of the peopszas]

Middle Ages — A time in European history, charaetent by slow growth. between
the fall of the Roman Empire in the west and thgifo@ng of the Enlightenment

Migrate — the movement of people to live in otheras
Millet — a type of grain

Nile River — a river in Africa that is the longester in the world, and the only one
that flows from south to north

Ochre- a reddish yellow color as well as the ndljucccurring earths that bear its
name.

Old Testament — part of the religious books ofl&e's and Christians
Pharaohs — kings of ancient Egypt

Slave depot — places where people were gather $oltde

Thatch — straw or leaves used to cover roofs

University — schools for learning beyond high sdhoo

World War |l — a great war about seventy yearstagbwas fought in Europe and
Asia by many nations



Location

Ethiopia is located in the east of Africa. Afri¢adlf is a huge continent, three
times the size of the United States and three ttheesize of Europe. The country
is landlocked, surrounded by Djibouti, Eritrea, &awmalia to the east, Sudan to
the north and west, and Kenya to the south. Itdetsveen the Tropic of Cancer
and the Equator.

Ethiopia is about or the size of South Africa oméeuela and twice the size of
Spain or Texas
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Map of Africa with Ethiopia highlighted
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Political Map of Ethiopia
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Geography

The country is characterized by a high plateau weathitral mountain range divided
by Great Rift Valley. The large lake in the nodh.ake Tana, the source of the
Blue Nile (or Abbay). The Blue Nile runs a distaraf 1,540 kilometres to join
the White Nile at Khartoum, Sudan.
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Highlands are shown in brown, lowlands in lighter fades and green
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Climate

The greatest impact of climate is altitude. Lowaten have tropical
climate, while high elevations are cool and temfgerahe majority of the country
shares the same altitude as Addis Ababa the capitaltemperature and rainfall
are similar to that of the capital. Most of thenfall occurs during the summer, and
the temperature never rises above 77 F or belowr40
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Vegetation of Ethiopia

More than a third of the country is covered witlsele or steppe vegetation. The
country also has extensive deciduous woodlandsrapatal woodlands.



Wild Life

Ethiopia has a great variety of wildlife includihgns, antelope, elephants, ibex,
cheetahs, gazelle, the endangered Ethiopian wulfflee endangered black
rhinoceros. There are a number of national pafike country is well watered.

Source:

http://simienmountainsmobilemedicalservice.org/yaho_site_admin/assets/images/ma
p_of ethiopia.23563511_std.jpg



People

Ethiopia has more than 90 million people; it is af¢he 15 most populous nations
in the world. The country has many tribes which sbmes causes friction. It has a
mostly rural, young population and a relativelyhlgrth rate. The urbanization
rate is 17%. Ethiopia’s major religions are Ortho@@hristians 43.5%, Muslim
33.9%, Protestant 18.6%.

Source: http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/africa/gtiaopop_1976.jpg



Language

There are many ethnic groups in Ethiopia, each itgtbwn language. The main
languages are Amarigna (Amharic) (official) 32.7@6pmigna (official regional)
31.6%, Tigrigna (official regional) 6.1%, Somalige% with English and Arabic
also as official languages.

The languages are part of the Afro-Asiatic famifyamguages. Some language
belong to the Cushitic branch (related to Somaéstmotably Oromigna which is
written with Latin alphabet. Other such as Amhamna Trgrigna belong to the
Semitic branch languages and are thus relatedabidand Hebrew.

Afroasiatic Languages
Semitic

mm Berber
Cushitic
Ormotic

BN Chadic

Source http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Afroasieten.svg



Amharic is written is its own script Feedel pictuif@gelow

Amharic Script
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History

Prehistoric men lived in eastern Africa and Ethaoigi believed to be the home of
the first homo sapiens. These anatomically modemams lived more than
160,000 years ago. There are known to be trade bekween ancient Egypt and
the Ethiopia dating back more than 5,500 yearsaagevidenced by Ethiopian gold
in Egypt. By 5,000 years ago there were regulartimes of Ethiopia in Egyptian
records. The first historical kingdom in Ethiopiaynded 2,000 years ago, was
called Axum.

Christianity arrived in the fourth century CE. T@hurch grew in strength and in
the Middle Ages was able to keep a mission in dens. About 500 years ago, the
Ethiopian king successfully asked for help from Bogtuguese to help fight off
Muslim invaders. Then for a period of two hundregs central authority
diminished not; to be reestablished until the miketeenth century. .

An ltalian attempt to conquer Ethiopia met withehfin 1896 when the Italian
invasion force was destroyed near Adowa in theydekrain of north east
Ethiopia. An ill-fated Italian attempt thirty yededer to annex Ethiopia ended four
short years later during World War Il when Alliedvgers expelled the Italians.
The monarch, Haile Selassie, returned from exiterasumed his rule. In 1975, a
Communist backed military coup ended the monar&hyeriod of civil war, and
unrest followed. In 1991, the coalition of rebeégliwon, Eritrea seceded and
democratic elections were held in 1995.

Ethiopia seems to have the conditions in placedwgapidly in the future. The
agricultural bounty of the land and the hydroeiegiotential bodes well for the
development of the country.



Multiple Choice Question
1.Which of the following countries is largest:

A. Ethiopia B. Kenya C. Uganda
What is the capital of Ethiopia

B. Addis Ababa B. Mombasa C. Kampala D. Dar es Salaam
2.Which ocean borders Ethiopia

A. Pacific Ocean B. Atlantic Ocean C. Indian Ocean ND.oceans
3.Which of these animals would not be found in Etraop

A. Antelopes B. Lions C. Elephants D. Tigers
4.What are the major languages of Ethiopia

A. Aramaic and Oromigna B. English and Arabic C. Bivand
English

5.What are the major religions of Ethiopia

A. Hinduism and Buddhism B. Buddhism and Islam C. Stlamity and
Islam

7.Which of the following cities is not in Ethiopia

A. Addis Ababa B. Gonder C. Lalibela D. Cairo

8. What river is in Ethiopia
A. Congo B. Nile C. Niger D. Cairo
9.What is the population of Ethiopia

A. Between 80 and 100 million B. Between 50-70 imill C. between 20-40
million



Teacher Resources

Books

Teen Refugees from Ethiopia Speak Out ISBN 978932387

Yafi's Family: An Ethiopian Boy's Journey of Louayss, and Adoption ISBN
0979748143

E is for Ethiopia ISBN 9781845078256
Ethiopia Questions and Answers ISBN 9780736843546
Countries of the World: Ethiopia ISBN 0736808132

Ethiopia in Pictures ISBN 0822511703

DVD

Ancient Civilizations for Children Series: Anciefsfrica DVD
Globe Trekker Eastern Africa ISBN 1932702989

Islam & Christianity in Africa

Wonders of Africa Series of 6



Flag of Ethiopia

Source http://www.ethioembassy.org.uk/image/ethinpflag2.gif



Amharic Greetings

"Amharigna" - the official national language of Eipia

Tenastalign How are you?
Dehnahunu Good bye
Dehnaderu Good night

Sintinew? How much is it?
Ayasfeligegnim | don't want it
Leslassa Soft drink
Amboha Mineral water
Birra Beer

Wiha Water

Ow (as in'how’) Yes
Ishi OK

Aydellem No

Sigarra Cigarette
Shintibait Toilet

Buna Coffee

Shai Tea

Injera Sour dough pancake
Wot Sauce or stew
Tela Local beer

Tej Honey wine
Yekirta Excuse me
Amesegenaleht Thank you

Na Come

Hid Go

Chiger yellem No problem



